The Immigration Restriction League, was founded in 1894 in Boston, and had branches in New York, Chicago, and San Francisco. The League used books, pamphlets, meetings, and numerous newspaper and journal articles to disseminate information and sound the alarm about the dangers of the new immigration. 
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I. Character of Present Immigration.

Report of the Commissioner at New York, p. 70.
74 2-7

¢ In what follows I am merely repeating what I have said before in other words. But
there are many trite things which bear repetition, and the facts concerning the continued
coming here of large numbers of aliens, many of them of an inferior type even in their own
homes, is one of these things.

¢ (1.) The great bulk of the present immigration proceeds from Italy, Austria, and
Russia, and, furthermore, from some of the most undesirable sources of population of
those countries. No one would object to the better classes of Italians, Austrians, and
Russians coming here in large numbers; but the point is that such better element does
not come, and, furthermore, that immigration from such countries as Germany and the
British Isles has fallen to a very low figure.

“(2.) The great bulk of the present immigration settles in four of the Eastern States.
and most of it in the large cities of those States. Notwithstanding the well-known demand
for agricultural labor in the Western States, thousands of foreigners keep pouring into our
cities, declining to go where they might be wanted because they are neither physically nor
mentally fitted to go to these undeveloped parts of our country and do as did the early
settlers from northern Europe.

««In view of these two propositions it is as irrelevant as it is misleading to assert that,
because immigration in the past has been a source of greatness to the country, and because
the great building and other industrial operations now going on in the United States re-
quire labor, therefore immigration should not be further restricted. Past immigration was
good because most of it was of the right kind and went to the right place. Capital can-
not, and it would not if it could, employ much of the alien material that annually passes
through Ellis Island, and thereafter chooses to settle in the crowded tenement districts of
New York. Let it be again plainly stated that these remarks are not directed against all
immigration ; that the great debt which this country owes to immigration in the past is
cheerfully acknowledged ; and that the strong, intelligent emigrant, of which class many
are still coming here, is as welcome to-day as ever he was.

¢ A strict execution of our present laws makes it possible to keep out what may be
termed the worst element of Europe (paupers, diseased persons, and those likely to be-
come public charges), and to this extent these laws are most valuable. Without a proper
execution of the same it is safe to say that thousands of additional aliens would have come
here last year. But these laws do not reach a large body of immigrants who, while not of
this class, are yet generally undesirable, because unintelligent, of low vitality, of poor
physique, able to perform only the cheapest kind of manual labor, desirous of locating
almost exclusively in the cities, by their competition tending to reduce the standard of

living of the American wageworker, and unfitted mentally or morally for good citizenship.

It would be quite impossible to accurately state what proportion of last year’s immigration
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